
 

Term 2 
    

 
 

WEEK 4 
 

Mon 7
th

 – 13
th

  May 
 
Thurs Yr 4 MRF 

Excursion 
 
Fri Assembly Yr 1P 

Mother’s Day 
Liturgy 

 
 Mother’s Day 

Stall 
 

WEEK 5 
 

Mon 14
th

 – 20
th

 May 
  
Mon Fete & P&F 

Meeting 6.30pm 
 
Tues NAPLAN 

 
 Class Mass Yr 

6R & Prep 
 
 Board Meeting 

7pm 
 
Wed NAPLAN 

 
Thurs NAPLAN 

 
Fri Assembly Yr 5K 

 
 Term Two Disco 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Newsletter No: 4              Wednesday, 9
th

 May, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

This Sunday is Mother’s Day, a special day where we recognise these amazing and special people 
in our lives.  Mothers are caring, giving, selfless, gentle, kind, loving, loyal, affectionate people. 
Motherhood is such a precious and rewarding gift. Becoming a mother was certainly one of the best 
times of my life. When I think of my own mother and all she does for me, the word ‘sacrifice’ comes 
to mind. Mothers sacrifice so much for their children. They give up so much of their time and 
themselves to support their children. They love their children more than anything, no matter the cost 
or sacrifice. As a mum we wear many hats that all serve different purposes. We are at times nurses, 
counsellors, teachers, judges, chefs …. It can at times certainly be one of the most difficult jobs as 
there is no parent handbook to follow, to tell us the correct procedures to follow or how to deal with 
tantrums or misbehaviour; however, at the end of the day, to receive that precious cuddle and kiss 
from our children is the most rewarding and beautiful thing and makes it all worthwhile. Mothers are 
truly ‘Angels’. 
 
On Friday, we have Year 1 leading our Mother’s Day Assembly at 8.45am and we also have our 
Mother’s Day stall being held where the children have the opportunity to buy a gift for their mum, 
step-mums, grandmas as a way to thank them for all that they do for them. Thanks to Stephanie 
Neal for organising this stall. 
 
May is also the month when we as Catholics honour Mary and ask for her intercession and prayers 
on our behalf. We know that the Blessed Mother played an essential role in salvation history. Her 
wholehearted generous ‘yes’ enabled the Holy Spirit to work in her to bring about the birth of the Son 
of God. Mary is our first model of discipleship and our model of grace and trust in God. Take some 
time in this month of May to honour Mary – pray the Rosary or the Hail Mary. 
 
 

A MOTHER… 
 

When you’re a child she walks before you, 
To set an example. 

When you’re a teenager she walks behind you 
To be there should you need her. 

When you’re an adult she walks beside you 
So that as two friends you can enjoy life together. 

 
Author Unknown 

 
 



 
 

        

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
 
There will be a special Mother’s Day Stall operating at MacKillop this 
Friday 11

th
 May. The P&F will be conducting their annual stall for 

any ‘treasures or surprises’ that children might like to purchase for 
their Mum for Mother’s Day. Each class from Prep to Year 6 will be 
rostered to visit the stall to see if they can find that ‘special 
something’ for their Mum. There will be a range of gifts available 
starting at $1.00 to $5.00. Thank you to Stephanie Neal for her hard 
work organising the stall.  
 

WELCOME – NEW STAFF 
 
This week we welcome Bruce Sharpe, our new groundsman to 
MacKillop. Bruce will be working this week, and then on a pre-
booked holiday for a few weeks returning in Week 8. We look 
forward to working with Bruce and commend him on the fabulous 
job he has already done. Our grounds are looking wonderful. 
 
Next week we will welcome our new OSHC Coordinator, Donna 
Raison to OSHC. We look forward to working with Donna. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT FRAMEWORK 

 
Our school, as part of its continuous review cycle, is conducting an 
external survey of all members of the MacKillop community (i.e. 
families, students and staff). This review looks at the 4 dimensions 
of effective Catholic Schools: 

 Catholic Ethos and Identity 

 Effective Teaching and Learning 

 Pastoral Support and Wellbeing 

 Leadership, Partnerships and Resourcing 

Validation in the continuous review cycle occurs once every 5 years. 
Our external validation will occur in 2020. It is important that we 
survey our school community at least twice in this cycle. 

I would encourage all families to complete the survey, which will be 
emailed to you in the next couple of weeks. The survey opens on 
Monday 28

th
 May and closes on Monday 11

th
 June. If you have 

any difficulties in completing the survey or have any other questions, 
please contact the school/college office.  Thank you for your 
assistance in helping us to make MacKillop the best possible 
learning environment for our students. 

 
PREP VISION SCREENING 

 
Good vision is important for a child’s educational, physical and 
social development. Vision screening is therefore vital in early 
childhood, particularly for conditions such as ‘lazy eye’, which if not 
detected early can lead to blindness.  
 
A Registered Nurse will be visiting the school on Tuesday 22

nd
 May 

2018 to commence vision screening for all Prep year children. If you 
wish to have your child participate in this vision screening program, 
please complete and sign the consent form sent home with your 
child and return this to your child’s class teacher by Wednesday 16

th
 

May 2018.  You will be advised in writing of the outcome of your 
child’s screening.  
 
Please note that if your child has had a vision assessment in the 
past 12 months it is not necessary for him/her to participate in this 
screening program. If this is the case, please complete the consent 
form and indicate that you do not wish for your child to participate, 
and ensure that you follow the schedule of reviews recommended 
by your eye health professional.  
 
Primary School Nurse Health Readiness Program  
Child and Youth Community Health Services  
Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Service

NAPLAN 
 

NAPLAN Testing will be held next week for Years 3 and 5 students. 
 
Tuesday 15

th
 May – Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 

punctuation) and Writing (knowledge and control of written 
language) 
 
Wednesday 16

th
  May -  Reading (comprehension) 

 
Thursday 17

th
  May - Numeracy (number, measurement, chance 

and data, space and algebra, function and pattern) 
 
To best prepare your child for these tests, ensure they have a good 
sleep the night before and a wholesome breakfast in the morning. 
To alleviate any extra anxiety, ensure they arrive on time to school. 
This will allow plenty of time for students to prepare their materials.  
Remind children that NAPLAN is just one part of their school 
program, and encourage them to simply do the best they can on the 
day. 
 
If your child is absent on the day of testing, every effort will be made 
to complete the tests during that same week. However, if at all 
possible please try to avoid your child being absent during the week 
of NAPLAN testing. 
 

Further information can be found on the parent brochure available 
via the following link: http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-
source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-
for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2 

 
PRAYERS  

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 
sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 
 
 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. When returning the enrolment form, please 
remember we need to sight the original birth certificate or a  
certified copy and also need a copy of their baptismal certificate & 

immunisation records. It is essential that we have our current 
families accounted for so that we know the number of places 
available for new families.   

 

OFFICIAL OPENING AND BLESSING - ADMINISTRATION 
REFURBISHMENT AND CEO NORTHERN OFFICES 

 
MacKillop Catholic Primary School 

15th June at 9.30am 
 

(Please mark this important event in your diary. Invitations 
will be sent out shortly)  
 

 

 
FREE PARENTING HELP THAT WORKS: TRIPLE P 

POSITIVE PARENTING 
Because all families are different, Triple P has lots of different ways 
parents and carers of kids and teenagers can get free support. 
Whether you’re looking for a little bit of help or a lot, or something in 
between, you can register for seminars and groups, arrange one-on-
one support or do the program online. Visit www.triplep-
parenting.net to find out more. 
 
 
With thanks, 
The Triple P – Positive Parenting Program team 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-2018-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/check-our-calendar/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/find-a-provider/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/find-a-provider/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/triple-p-online/
http://www.triplep-parenting.net/
http://www.triplep-parenting.net/


HAVE YOUR SAY ON CYBERBULLYING 
 

Many parents and teachers are concerned about cyberbullying. It is 
a serious problem that can hurt young people, families and school 
communities. Cyberbullying is also a complex problem that is often 
invisible to parents and teachers.  
 
In February the Premier appointed a group of Queenslanders who 
are passionate about stopping cyberbullying of young people. The 
Queensland Anti-Cyberbullying Taskforce is chaired by well-known 
author and commentator, Madonna King, and includes members 
with knowledge and expertise in education, youth health and 
wellbeing, law, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, 
disability and families.  
 
The Taskforce needs your help to develop a framework for 
Queensland to help reduce cyberbullying of young people. They 
want to hear from parents, carers, students, teachers and other 
experts in schools. In particular, the Taskforce wants to hear about 
your ideas to:  

 

ple.  
 
How to have your say  

 
Email the Taskforce at antibullyingtaskforce@premiers.qld.gov.au  
Upload your ideas as a submission on the Taskforce website  

https://qld.gov.au/cyberbullyingtaskforce  
 
Come to a public forum in 12 Queensland locations including 

Brisbane, Cairns, Rockhampton and Charleville. For information 
about forums visit https://qld.gov.au/cyberbullyingtaskforce  
Everyone can be part of the stand against cyberbullying. Ms King 
and the Taskforce members look forward to hearing from you. 

 
 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

 

  

 
 
 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
  

Forty days after Easter Sunday is the  

Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord  

celebrating Christ’s ascension into heaven.   

A reading from the Gospel of Mark.         Mk 16: 15-20 

Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said, “Go to all the world and 
proclaim the Good News to every creature. The person who 
believes and is baptised will be saved. The person who does not 
believe will be condemned. These are the signs that will be seen 
among believers when my name is invoked: devils will be cast out, 
people will speak in tongues, they will be safe in the midst of 
extraordinary danger, even when bitten by snakes or having drunk 
poison. By laying on hands, they will pray over the sick who will 
recover. 
 
And so after the Lord had said all this, he was taken up into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God. They went out preaching 
everywhere. The Lord worked through them confirming with signs 
the word they preached. 
 
 
 
 

Let Us Pray 

 

Loving Father,  

As Jesus ascends he sends us into the world to preach his Good 

News, promising us not only his Spirit but also to be with us himself. 

As we follow his command may we see his presence in all the 

places of our world: in our family and loved ones, in the poor and 

needy, in the beauty of creation, in our work and our play. May the 

Holy Spirit open our minds to the glory of Jesus’ presence in our 

midst. We ask this in his name confident that you will hear us.  

Amen. 

http://www.prayasyoucan.com.au 

 
Mother’s Day this Sunday!! 

Happy Mother’s Day to all Mums! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dearest Mary, Mother of Our Lord, 
 
Mother’s Day is a time to stop and reflect 
on all the love our mothers have shown us 
through our lives.  
Blessed Mother, guide our mothers that 
they too may lead us to Your Son,  
just as you showed us.  
May they imitate Your love and devotion.   
May we in return also be loving, patient, understanding and 
supportive of our mothers. 
Blessed Mother, we pray for all mothers - our own mums, our 
aunts, our grandmothers... the living and the departed.  
 
We make this prayer through Jesus your Son.                 Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 

 

Family Preparation Day - 2pm Sunday 27
th

 May  

 

Sacramental Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 

 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

 

 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 
 

https://qld.gov.au/cyberbullyingtaskforce


 
Prep J Montrell Ahwang 

 Last week, it was such a joy to have you offering 
your assistance around the classroom.  You 
bravely asked how you could help your friends 
and teachers.  Thank you so much for your 
kindness. 

 Noah Vlekken 
 For your confidence and eagerness in learning 

your sight words.  It was so pleasing to hear your 
enthusiasm.  Proud of you! 

1P Bailey Lankin 
 This week you have really concentrated on 

thinking about your ideas for writing. You carefully 
sounded out some of your words, and you also 
used our ‘Lost Island’ word bank to help you write 
your sentences this week. Great work Bailey!  

 Lachlan Moore 
 You have had a fabulous first few weeks here with 

us at MacKillop! You have been listening carefully 
and trying to do your best work in the classroom. 
You have settled in really easily and you have 
made lots of new friends already. Awesome effort 
Lachlan!  

2D Finn Cunningham 
 Finn, you are very clever at identifying 3D shapes 

by name and explaining how many faces, corners 
and edges each shape has.  During our class 
rotations, you wrote four “What am I?” questions 
about 3D shapes.  Awesome effort Finn! 

 Sebastian Grandcourt 
 Sebastian, this week you have been completing 

your writing, cutting and gluing tasks with pride.  I 
am very impressed with your handwriting and how 
you are rubbing out untidy letters and having 
another go!  

2N Kiara O’Keeffe 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Kiara. I am super impressed with your work this 
week; you have been completing all of your writing 
tasks very well. You have included exciting 
adjectives and verbs in your writing responses. 
Well done! 

 Michael Punzell 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Michael. You are improving your reading stamina 
every week. I can see that your reading is getting 
faster as you work on your reading goal of 
increasing your reading rate. Way to go Michael. 
Well done! 

3CR Genevieve Grandcourt 
 Wow Genevieve!  You are really trying hard to 

reach the top level on our class ‘bump it up’ 
paragraph wall.  You wrote a great persuasive on 
the topic, ‘Should pets be allowed at school?”  
Each paragraph written contained a topic 
sentence, supporting details and a concluding 
sentence!  Way to go! 

 Lenny Zimmerlie-Kanak 
 Lenny, you were really ‘on fire’ with your class 

work last week.  You were making eye contact 
and listening intently to all instructions given.  You 
then set about giving all tasks ‘a good go’.  I was 
very impressed with your motivation to work.  
Keep it up! 

4C Carys Laflamme 
 I love the effort you’ve put into improving your 

writing this week. You thought carefully about 
where to delete words to improve meaning, and 
checked your work carefully for spelling errors. 
Well done Carys! 

 Cody Lankin 
 You have made great improvements in your 

memoir writing this week Cody. I am super 
impressed with the way you described your 

feelings as you were about to experience a show 
ride. Keep up the excellent effort! 

4M Ella Berrigan 
 For your focus and skilful application of learning 

new concepts in Mathematics.  It was wonderful to 
see you trying different methods when solving 
equivalent fractions.  I especially loved how you 
took ownership and claimed it as ‘My Method’.  
Way to go Ella! 

 Sophie Frost 
 For the hard work and perseverance you put into 

your learning each day.  It is fantastic to see you 
becoming more fluent using a number of 
strategies when navigating the number system, 
particularly with Number Facts.  Well done Sophie 
and keep it up! 

5K Charli-Rose Carpenter 
 For the effort you have put in towards your 

Mandala.  It looks fabulous and it is pleasing to 
see the pride you had for your work. 

 Amy Casey 
 For a huge effort in your weekly tests.  You 

achieved your highest score for spelling this week 
and you are consistently achieving high results for 
your tables test.  Awesome effort. 

6PG Ellee Bourke 
 For your ‘vivacious verbs!!!’  You worked hard to 

think of exciting and interesting verbs to use in 
your sentence writing this week.  Fantastic work, 
Ellee!! 

 Harley Rowlands 
 For the work ethic you have been showing in class 

this week.  You have been listening to instructions, 
beginning tasks in a timely manner and staying 
focused on your work until completion.  Awesome 
effort, Harley! 

6R Darius Ramsamy Wise-Britten 
 You have been demonstrating such an awesome, 

positive attitude to learning!  You showed so much 
motivation to plan detailed notes for your narrative 
– your ideas were absolutely flowing.  I loved your 
enthusiasm to work on your orientation, and your 
desire to take your book home so that you could 
keep writing.   I am ever so proud of you! 

 Destiny Rowlands 
 It has been wonderful to watch you demonstrate 

growing confidence to measure angles using a 
protractor.  You also did an amazing job 
identifying different types of angles and made 
valuable contributions to your group during your 
‘Angle Sorting’ activity. 

Principal’s 
Award 

 
Ashton Brazier 

 In recognition of the leadership skills and maturity 
you have shown in assisting me with the bins this 
week.  I have really appreciated your help. Thank 
you! 

 Cooper Garnham 
 In recognition of the leadership skills and maturity 

you have shown in assisting me with the bins this 
week.  I have really appreciated your help. Thank 
you! 

 Harley Rowlands 
 In recognition of the leadership skills and maturity 

you have shown in assisting me with the bins this 
week.  I have really appreciated your help. Thank 
you! 

 
 
               
 May 11 Cody Lankin 
  12 Ava Cunningham 
  12 Amelia Hokins 
 
 



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 

OFFICE DISPLAY BY YEAR 6R 
 

Our office display for this fortnight is presented by Year 6R. Please 
come in and have a look. What talented artists we have in Year 6. 
 

 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School 

Photos on the noticeboard in our office for parents 

to order. Order forms are available in the office and 

all orders are to be placed directly with 

AdvancedLife. 

* Year 6 Muck Up 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 11/5 Tiffany Barrow 
  Karey Derdziak 
  Ashleigh Lindner 
  
 
   Wed  16/5 Alex Shuttlewood 
  Joanna Reid 
 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS - PLEASE WEAR CLOSED IN 
SHOES 

 
If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 

contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 
 

 
 

MAY SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 

 TACOS  - This includes lettuce, cheese, tomato and sour 

cream. $4.00 each 

 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 the bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 



  

 
Congratulations to Bella McClarty who competed in the Mackay 
Dance Festival on the weekend. Bella was awarded the following; 

 
9 Years Tap Solo – 1

st
 place 

9 Years Jazz Solo – 2
nd

 place 
9 Years Lyrical Solo – Highly Commended 
 
She was also awarded the overall 9 Years Encouragement Award 
for the competition. Awesome work Bella  

 
HOOPS PROGRAM 

 
The hoops program, a basketball development opportunity for all 
students of all abilities, will be running at our school this term. It will 
run Monday afternoons from 3.00pm - 4.00pm in our Hall from the 
28

th
 May - 25

th
 June. The cost is $70. A registration form has been 

sent home. 
 
Please note parents are required to remain on the school 
grounds to supervise your child/children that are participating 
in this program as it is not a school organised event and 
therefore no teacher supervision will be provided. 
 

 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 

 

Our annual Mother’s Day Stall will be held on Friday 11
th
 May. Gifts 

will range in price up to $5. Thanks To Steph Neal for organising the 
stall.  
 

P&F / FETE MEETING 
 

Our next fete meeting will be held in the library, on Monday 14
th

 of 
May starting at 6:30pm. All class co-ordinators are encouraged to 
attend. This will be followed by our P&F meeting at 7pm.  All are 
welcome to attend. 
 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop it off at the office. 
If you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 

 
FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER 

 

Our family photo fundraiser has been booked for Sunday 13
th
 May.  

Photos are $20 and include a free keying. There are no generation 
rules, and it is open to everyone, not just our families. Please 
contact Justine Harriott on 0431525904 to book your spot or book 
online at www.trybooking.com/364478 
What a great way to commemorate Mother’s Day! 

 
DATE CLAIMERS 

Mother’s Day Stall – Friday 11
th
 May 

Family Photo Fundraiser – Sunday 13
th
 May 

Fete Meeting / P&F Meeting – Monday 14
th

 May 

Disco – Friday 18
th

 May 

Pizza Meal Day – Monday 28
th
 May 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 
 

School Disco 
 

Friday 18
th

 May - 6pm to 8pm  
 

Theme: “What I want to be when I 
grow up” 

 

$2 per student or $5 for family of 3 or more. 

Prizes for Best Dressed 

Glow Products on sale 

Pizza, chocolates, chips and cold drinks will be available for 

purchase from the canteen. 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 
School Fees are due this FRIDAY 11

th
 May 

 

Thank you to those families who have already settled their 
account. 

 
Please note that if you have a Direct Debit or a Direct Deposit 

set up then the purpose of this statement is to show new 
charges only. 

 
If you did not receive your statement, please contact the 

office ASAP 

 

YEAR 4 MOTHERS 

We are having a class dinner at Maria’s Donkey 

Saturday 19
th

 May @ 6pm…..all welcome! 

Please RSVP: Shayne 0408 984 031 or Nicole 0478 057 649 

 

COME AND JOIN US FOR THE YEAR 1P / PREP J 
COMBINED SOCIAL ! 

 
Where: Queens Park playground (near Chain St)  

 
When: 3:30pm, 11

th
 May 

 
Bring some afternoon tea and catch up with friends! Siblings and 
families welcome. 
 
RSVP: Kerry Davis 0439 914 011 or Kym Abell 0438 556 893 

 

http://www.trybooking.com/364478
mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm


 

 

 
 

 

 



 


